
 Media Contact: Rita Morgan 
      P.O. Box 730 

Helen, GA 30545 
Telephone: 706-878-3842 

Toll Free: 800-858-8027 
Fax: 706-878-4032 

Email: rmorgan@helenga.org 
Website: www.helenga.org 

 
      P.O. Box 730 

Helen, GA 30545 
 

ALPINE HELEN/WHITE COUNTY, GEORGIA 
 

Experience Bavaria: No Passport Required 
 

With its Alpine influenced architecture and mountain setting, Helen may appear to 
be a sleepy little village, but nothing could be further from the truth. This Bavarian-spiced 
charmer stays busy all day long with shoppers and strollers, diners and day-trippers and that 
same sense of revelry carries into the evening when Helen’s nightlife lights up the village. 
 
 Helen is all about the Great Outdoors. With its mountain setting against a river 
backdrop, the area is known for its pristine beauty, exemplified by attractions such as Anna 
Ruby Falls, a 150-foot waterfall located in the Chattahoochee National Forest, and the 
headwaters of the Chattahoochee River. Mother Nature provides miles of streams and trails 
for unlimited fishing, hiking and biking opportunities. 
 

Story Idea: 
 

Three-Day Getaway – Something fun for the entire family! 
A long weekend in Helen, set in the Blue Ridge Mountains and perched along the banks of 
the Chattahoochee River, is full of surprises. Scenic Helen is a village made for strolling, 
the perfect way to enjoy its Alpine architecture replete with red roofs and spires. Nearby 
villages offer art galleries, wineries, quaint restaurants and shops, and the great outdoors 
makes a grand  playground anytime of the year. 
 

o Nip into Hofer's German Bakery on your way to exploring the world’s largest 
Alpine model railroad museum and a priceless collection of classic autos, street 
rods, factory muscle cars and antique buggies 

o Enjoy an early lunch at a quaint inn or restaurant in Sautee Nacoochee where 
home-grown produce, mountain trout and other local edibles flavor the menu 

o Poke about a variety of shops, from an art gallery to an old-fashioned general 
store with a contemporary vibe to a back yard wildlife birding business  

o Tour the state’s living craft of pottery-making at the Folk Pottery Museum of 
Northeast Georgia  

o Coo at the babies at Babyland General Hospital, home of the world-famous 
Cabbage Patch Kids.  

o Sip premium wines at one of Georgia’s oldest wineries – Habersham Winery - 
within earshot of a 131-year-old working mill. 

o Dinner is more than just eating; it’s an affair to remember with German, Dutch, 
American and country cuisine served in gingerbread settings. Helen’s restaurant 
options include themed eateries—some offering live music—bed and breakfasts 
with restaurants and lively dinner theatre. 

o Outdoor activities vary from mild (tubing, bicycling), to moderate (hiking, 
kayaking, mountain biking), to hard adventure (white water rafting and 
mountain biking). 

o Year-round nature workshops such as “Mountain Edibles”, are offered at  
Smithgall Woods Nature Preserve and summer camps are offered at Unicoi State 
Park.  
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Attractions 
 

 Alpine Helen Village - Snuggled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, Helen is a storybook re-
creation of an alpine village, from its gingerbread, red roofs and cutwork to its pastel 
colors and murals. There are narrow cobblestone alleys, old-world towers and balconies, 
German-spiced restaurants and specialty and import shops tucked along the strasses and 
platzes and all perched alongside the Chattahoochee River 

 Alpine Antique Auto and Buggy Museum / Remember When Theatre  
 Charlemagne’s Kingdom – A 20" x 50" HO train layout of the German countryside.  
 Folk Pottery Museum - Devoted exclusively to folk pottery, showcasing a 200-year 

tradition of men and women who shaped the earth and water of the Georgia mountains 
into household items now collectibles 

 Babyland General - Home to the Cabbage Patch Kids 
 Nacoochee Village - Nacoochee Village is home to shops, a gristmill and Habersham 

Winery 
 Hardman Estate - Once home to a former governor for the State of Georgia, is to be a 

working farm with an interpretive center and exhibit of Native American history  
 Sautee-Nacoochee Valley - First inhabited by Native Americans and the site for the 

beginning of the Trail of Tears, this historic valley has an Indian burial mound, one of 
Georgia’s oldest covered bridges and more 

 Sautee – Nacoochee Art Center - Community theatre, original acoustic music 
concerts, visual and performing art classes, a regional History Museum, a Gallery 
showcasing fine art and crafts by local artists, and an Art Studio offering art classes 
year-round 

 Anna Ruby Falls - Spectacular 150+ foot double waterfall  
 Black Bear Dinner Theatre  
 Golf - Innsbruck and Skitt Mountain Golf Courses 
 Unicoi State Park and Lodge - In the midst of the Chattahoochee National Forest 

offers 12 miles of nature and hiking trails, lake and trout stream fishing, recreational and 
picnic facilities, world class mountain bike trail and year-round schedule of activities.  

 Chattahoochee National Forest – The forest covers nearly 750,000 acres. There are 
over 450 miles of trails, and 2,200 miles of rivers and streams within its boundaries.  A  
portion of the Appalachian Trail is located on this preserve. 

 

Events 

 Fireside Craft / Art Show – February 
 Trout Tournament – March 
 Babyland General Easter Eggstravaganza – March/April 
 Mayfest – First Saturday in May 
 Winefest – First Saturday in May 
 Helen Atlantic Hot Air Balloon Race – First weekend in June 
 Bavarian Nights of Summer – Saturday nights mid-June through mid- August. 
 4th of July Mountain Style – July 4th 
 Babyland General Fall Festival - September 
 Oktoberfest – Mid September through the first weekend in November.  
 Gooseneck Pumpkin Festival – October 
 Babyland General Appalachian Christmas - November 
 Lighting of the Village – Friday after Thanksgiving 
 Festival of Trees – Late November through mid-December 
 Christmas in the Mountains – December 

Trip Extenders in North Georgia 
Brasstown Bald – Highest point in Georgia (45 minutes) 
Kangaroo Conservation Center (90 minutes) 
Dahlonega Gold Museum and gold mines (40 minutes) 
Georgia Wine Highway  
Folk Potters Trail 

 


